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BnWAIlC OF FALSE ECONOJIT.
The leading business men of Kansas City

will be largely represented at a meeting
to be held at 3 o'clock this afternoon in the
Commercial Club rooms, for the purpose

of considering the several sites proposed

for the new exposition and convention hall,

and possibly accepting one of them.
So far public sentiment seems to be

pretty well divided among several of the
most advantageous locations suggested.
The reasons advanced for the respective
preferences are various and some of them
Indicate a failure to grasp the essential
and expedient points of the situation.

' Of course no site should be accepted that
docs not provldo sufficient ground and that
is not centrally located. The consensus of
opinion as to what the seating capacity of
the hall should be will possibly bar out
several of the places named. The question
of location should be much more easily de-

cided when the matter of capacity is once
determined. Every ono who looks upon
this proposition In the right way would
very much rather see the hall built near or
in the great business portion of the city.
It should not only be accessible hy most
of the street railway lines, but it should
give those who are to occupy It from time
to time a representative view of the city's
business structures.

The argument that a more remote tract
can be secured for a little less money Is

not a good one. What will a comparative-
ly small difference In ground rental amount
to as compared to the steady revenues that
might be drawn from a little more ex-

pensive structure located in the business
part of the city?

Kansas City has delayed this enterprise
so long that it should not now hesitate to
meet the full requirements of the demands,
especially when a little larger Investment
might bo made a. very profitable one. The
argument of remote and cheap grounds Is

the argument used by the park obstruc-
tionists, who have certainly not made of
themselves examples worthy the emulation
of tbelr fellow men.

It should also be remembered that there
Is no necessity of accepting a site y.

So far the grounds proposed have been
suggested to tho Commercial Club. There
has been no committee appointed to can-
vass the city to determine whether or not
there may be other and more desirable lo-

cations available. Perhaps new proposi-
tions will be mado y. It is to be
hoped that the Held of choice will finally be
largo enough to enable those who have the
fate of tho enterprise In their hands to
make the wisest possible selection.

TIID CATTLE SUFFLY.
The recent declaration by several big

packers that the supply of cattle Is rapidly
decreasing caused something of a flurry In
livo stock and beef circles. While there Is
nothing new In tho statements, there has
been a reluctance on the part of the big op-

erators to admit the degree of reduction.
There are no official reports at hand to
how the business of the country since

January 1. 1S97, with the exception of the
Kansas City market, but it is Interesting at
this time to look over tho recently Issued
statistics of the department of agriculture
for the year 3SS6 and xnako some compari-
sons with the reports of Immediately pre-

ceding years.
It is shown that while the steer holdings

of tho entire country decreased 6,567,000 from
1S31 to 1S33. Inclusive, the holdings were re-

duced 1,53G,000 for the year 1S96 alone, a de-

crease of IS per cent over the average
of the preceding five years. The de-

crease In the number of cows for 1896 was
161,000, as compared with an average de-

crease of 15,600 for tho preceding five years.
The greatest reductions are noticed In the
range country of the Southwest and the
smallest In tho feeding country of the
Northwest. With tho exception of Wyo-

ming and the Dakota, all parts of the
country show a reduction In cattle sup-

plies.
It Is a fact of much local Interest that

Kansas City, on account of its Increasing
facilities for handling and slaughtering cat-

tle, and other inducements offered to grow-

ers and shippers, has shown a steady gain
In receipts, while the supply of the whole
country has been on the decline. Kansas
City received 199.00O more steers In 1KW than
In PiS3, and for the first three months of this
year 37.000 more steers than for the corre-
sponding period of last year.

The generally assigned cause for the de-

crease In cattle supplies Is the low ebb of
the market for the period of lS31-'9- 5, Inclu-

sive. Prices were so low that many rangers
went out of the stock raising business en-

tirely and others cut up their large ranges
a-- .-l transferred their attention from the
duration of semi-wil- d cattle to a more do-

mestic and more finely bred stock.
It is lelleved that the low mark of reduc-

tion ha been reached, however, and that It
w.U ! but a short time when the supply
w. i advance, but it Is not probable that It
w;:i ei-e- r stand In the same ratio to the in-

creased population that existed between the
of lew years ago and the popula-

tion of that time, Growers and shippers
cro therefore confident that the advance
of from $2 to J3 per head on Texas cattle
and the corresponding gain In prices
tl.roug'iTJt the middle West, In spite of the
heavy Importations from Mexico, will con-

tinue and Increase, and that there la a new
end profitable era In the cattle business of

the country. One evidence of the renewed
interest in breeding is that the receipts of
bulls and cows at the markets have de-

creased much more rapidly than the re-

ceipts of steers.

CAMFIIKI.L VS. RIPLEY.
Railroad Commissioner Campbell, of

Kansas, is no doubt imbued with tho idea
that ho has routed President Ripley horse
and foot in the discussion of who receives
the benefit of reduced freight rates on
grain. By citing a few local instances
wherein reduced freight rates on wheat
havo added a corresponding number of
cents to tho price received by the farmer
he thinks he has proved tbo proposition
that such reductions must always Inure to
tho benefit of the producer. While It is
almost to find so close at
hand a man who can settle In halt a col-

umn of newspaper space a question that
has puzzled and confounded tho best think-

ers of the day, there are nevertheless a
few people so unimpressionable to the as-

saults of genius that they will continue
to believe President Ripley is right, and
that freight reductions are not always
beneficial to the wheat grower.

Commissioner Campbell demonstrates his
position in this wise: The price of wheat
Is fixed In Liverpool at, say Jl a bushel.
Tho freight from Kansas Is 30 cents a
bushel, and therefore tho market price
of wheat In Kansas would be 70 cents.
Now, supposing the freight rate should be
reduced to 10 cents a bushel, the 10 cents
saved in freight would go Into the pockets
of the Kansas farmer, as tho Kansas mar-

ket would at once Jump to SO cents a
busheft

Granting the premises of Commissioner
Campbell, his conclusions are undoubtedly
correct. That is to say. If wheat remained
at Jl a bushel In Liverpool tho farmer
would undoubtedly receive the full benefit
of the reduction In transportation charges.
But how has the price of $1 a bushel been
fixed In Liverpool? Did the dealers over
there get together and arbitrarily decide
to pay that much for wheat, or has the
market value been fixed by taking Into
account all of the elements of cost In get-ln- g

this wheat to their elevators? Did it
ever occur to Commissioner Campbell that
the reason wheat brings $1 a bushel in
Liverpool while it is only 70 cents hero Is
because of the 30 cents freight charges,
and that any reduction In these charges
lowers tho price there Instead of increas-
ing It here? He does not appear to have
absorbed this great commercial truth.

So long as freight reductions are local
in their character and not extensive
enough to reach, the great volume of ex-

port wheat or other commodities, they un-

doubtedly Increase prices to the producer.
We havo ample evidence of this In the
prices in Kansas to-d- where tho rail-
roads, against which Commissioner Camp-
bell is so viciously campaigning, have made
such low rates that Kansas corn and Kan-
sas wheat are bringing much better prices
than are enjoyed by the farmers of any
neighboring state. But this is a local ad-

vantage that would Instantly disappear if
tho cheap rates became general enough in
their extent to affect any large portion of
tho volume of productions seeking mar-
ket. In short, it may be laid down as
axiomatic that prices In markets are large-
ly fixed by the cost of transportation to
them, and that a lowering of this cost In-

variably lowers the price of the commod-
ity to tho consumer.

Commissioner Campbell has been long
enough In Kansas to have had this les-

son Implanted in him by personal expe-
rience. In his own Stafford county It used
to cost 1 a hundred to freight in flour by
wagon, and the market valuo there was
$150; but presently along came the Santa
Fe railroad and freighted In this flour for IS
cents a hundred, and every cent of the S3

cents saved went into Mr. Campbell's
pockets, while tho price at tho mills re-

mained the same.
At tho outset wo said that this was a

problem over which the wisest men were
sorely puzzled. We meant by this that
the operations of the great laws of com-

merce were at times inexplicable to tho
ordinary processes of reasoning. Some
things, like this transportation element for
example, are plain enough, hut there aro
other things that fall to analyze so read-
ily Henry Ward Beccher once went be-

fore a congressional commltteo that was
investigating products and prices. The
incident will be well remembered, for It
was somewhat unusual to find a minister
of the gospel displaying so much Interest
In temporal affairs. Ho followed some
commercial gentlemen who had been learn-
edly trying to explain away apparent con-

tradictions In the operations of the rules of
commerce, and astonished his auditors by
saying that prices obeyed no given laws
they were creatures of the mind and there-
fore undeterminable. At times commercial
affairs do Indeed take on conditions diff-
icult of explanation, but that offers no
extenuation for investigators of the stripo
of Commissioner Campbell who have
brought nothing more substantial Into tho
Investigation than whim, sentiment and
caprice.

EDITORIAL XOTES.

Texas and Mississippi now regard Ohio
as an esteemed contemporary.

Perhaps the Kansas Cly ball team has
decided to win every thirteenth game.

As a rule, Ohio people aro polite and
courteous, but their Urbanaty Is of the
ferocious order.

Schlatter, It seems, starved to death. A
divine healer Is not necessarily a divine
rustler for grub.

Colorado thinks she wants a naval re-
serve, but what Colorado really wants Is
horso sense on the financial question.

Tho Indications are that Kansas City will
not have to do her celebrating of the
glorious Fourth in winter underwear.

President McKinley will acquit himself
well at Nashville. The president always
acquits himself well, wherever he goes.

Democratic organs should prepare to
chronicle great results from our fine farm
crops soon after the passage of the tariff
bill.

The plan to give President McKinley a
warm reception at Nashville Is receiving
tho cordial of the weather
burrau.

Before ridiculing Secretary Gage's pros-
perity predictions too much, it might be
well to wait a few weeks and see If they
come true.

Owners of land In the northeast part of
the city who are offering, through agents,
to substitute their ground for that already
settled upon for park purposes by the park
board are doubtless anxious to make their
one-sid- deal go through. But they ought
to understand that attempts to browbeat
tho commissioners and bulldoze the people
Into acceptance of offers that havo not
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been solicited and are not wanted Is a
game of bluff that cannot bo successfully
worked. If they must unload they should
try somebody who wants to buy.

The ice cream and soda water dealers
are beginning to believe there is something
in those McKinley prosperity stories, after
all.

The country ought to have no misgivings
as to tho wisdom of a tariff bill whose chief
opponents are Vest, of Missouri, and Jones.
of Arkansas.

A disastrous tornadp Is not the kind of
advertisement Minnesota cared to Invest in
Just at the time people aro looking around
for desirable summer resorts.

The people not only have to pay senators
for delivering those useless tariff speeches,
but they have to pay for printing them in
the Congressional Record, and for circulat-
ing the Record.

Senator Lewelllng, of Wichita, has intro-

duced some clinching cvidenco in refuta-
tion of charges connecting him with boodl-In- g.

The senator's witness Is
Lewelllng, of Sedgwick county.

Democratic senators want a tariff for
revenue, not for protection; but. oddly
enough, a number of them find that tho
best revenue measure is one which protects
the industries of their own states.

J. R. Burton's talk beforo the credit
men was a great talk for Kansas. The
state makes no mistake when she puts
Burton forward to Impress an assembly
with her Importance and prospects.

"There will not bo a peg left for the Re-

publicans to stand on," says Senator Mills.
In that case Republicans will continue to
stand on their platform. A peg Is not a
comfortable thing to stand on. anyhow or
to sit on cither, for that matter.

"If we cannot move out of the old house,"
says Mr. Wanamaker, "we might build a
wing to It or add another story." Or,
better still. Mr. Wanamaker might quit
talking rubbish and spread his sails for the
prosperity breeze. But that is another
story.

When she mails her Jubilee invitation to
Governor Leedy, Queen Victoria should add
a postscript of thanks for his certificate
of respectability. Her majesty, we believe.
Is the only foreign potentate Mr. Leedy has
condescended to honor' In this flattering
manner.

The Chicago Tribune is fifty years old.
Half a century is a pretty good old age
for a newspaper, but the Tribune has al-

ways kept in tho front rank of the march
of progress, and Is as young and vigorous

y as it ever was. It is one of the
great and prosperous papers of the coun-
try. The anniversary edition, issued last
Thursday, is a masterpiece of newspaper
work.

The "pettifogging attorneys" are not
more to blame for the frequency of lynch-ln- gs

than dishonest Juries. The failure of
Justice through the unwillingness of Jurors
to return honest verdicts Is apparently on
tho Increase. No matter how clear and
conclusive the evidence of guilt, there is no
assurance that a criminal will be convicted.
Instances of total disregard of their oaths
by Jurors are alarmingly numerous in and
around Kansas City at tho present time.

KANSAS TOPICS.

The last lingering suspicion against Sen-

ator Lewelllng, Senator Hanna and Rep-
resentative Walters must now depart, since
they went upon the witness stand and
sternly refused to plead guilty.

Having triumphantly vindicated the Pop-
ulist party from tho charge of corruption
by permitting every accused man to enter
an indignant denial, the investigation com-

mittee may now go home in the conscious-
ness of a contingent fund well earned.

Governor Morrill appears to havo come
legitimately by his

convictions. There Is no place in
Hiawatha where liquor Is illegally sold.

An Ottawa poet has written a poem
which starts off with this line: "Bo thou
a bird, my soul." It Is a bird, all right.

One thing at least may be said In favor
of the Kansas they
are giving a magnificent display of har-
monious coheslveness. So far the party
has broken only into two parts.

If Senator Lewelllng says he is innocent,
that ought to settle it; but no one can
deny that his defense would have been
more In the nature of a finished product if
he had produced that "man from Western
Kansas."

Tho Wichita Eagle Is scoring Topeka and
Shawnee county for what it denominates
their "Isms" in politics. Shawnee county
Is reliably Republican, with a majority
that reaches up into the thousands, which
would at least seem to Indicate that "Isms"
wero more valuable as a political factor
than truckling to a Pop system of finance
and campaigning for free whisky.

V

That Topeka Interview may be looked up-
on as a formal announcement of the can-
didacy of State Senator Battey for state
treasurer. Battey Is a fine man, but If his
Information about the demand for his
candidacy Is not moro reliable than his In-

formation that Cy Leland will decline the
pension agency and that George Flnley will
be appointed collector, he had better go
back and tako a new invoice.

Tho other day. Just as John Bowman was
going aboard a steamer In New York for
a visit to England, he fell dead from heart
disease. Mr. Bowman came from England
twenty odd years ago and Joined George
Grant's Scotch colony In Ellis county, but
for ten or more years he has lived near
VInland In Douglas county. He was a
substantial man, and had no part with
the rollicking blades who made the Grant
colony famous across the continent.

W. W. Guthrie was C3 years old on
Wednesday and John Seaton will be 63

years old y.

Careful and painstaking Investigations In
the vicinity of the United States court still
fail to reveal anything bearing the appear-
ance of a Webb McNall defl.

"The Ocean Lies Beforo Us." was the
title of an Arkansas City graduating ad-
dresswhich would seem to be an almighty
sight of water for so dry a country.

The Wellington Mall has found something
to kick about In the Kansas crop situation.
It says there won't bo any poor wheat
that may bo bought cheap for chicken feed.

Ono of the men convicted at Leavenworth
on Thursday for using the mails to defraud
people put in the most of last summer op-
posing Governor Morrill on the ground that
he wasn't honest.

The state agricultural college regents are
having a fuss among themselves over the
appointment of a successor to D. E. Lantz,
professor of mathematics, who was re-
moved because he wouldn't preach Popu-
lism. No less than ninety-seve- n applica-
tions are under consideration. By the way.
Professor Lantz Is a stalwart Democrat and
his removal should arouse the Democrats
of Kansas to a demand that fusion shall
operate In the colleges as well as at the
polls.

Professor Falrchlld, lato president of the
agricultural college, has been asked by the
regents of the state university of West Vir-
ginia to permit the consideration of his
name for presidency of that institution. He

has precisely the same request from the
university of Washington state. It is also
Intimated that he is under consideration
for a foreign consulate.

It Is Just simply astonishing how the oc-
topus has neglected business In Kansas.
In 1S69 William Sanders came to Lyon coun-
ty, an untutored and impoverished Swede
Immigrant. To-da- y he owns 40 acres of
clear land, with orchards and cattle and
hogs and cribs full of corn, has money In
two banks and a son and daughter away at
college.

An Eldorado paper relates that the other
night Mrs. Spooner, of the theatrical com- -

j pany of that name, discovered a man peep
ing Into the window of her dressing room at
the opera house. She moved slowly around
to where a brick lay on a box, and then
quickly seized It and threw It at him. It
struck htm full In the face and knocked
him oft a twenty-fiv- e foot ladder Into a pile
of agricultural Implements.

m

Railroad Commissioner Campbell Is en-

gaged In a hot discussion with President
Ripley, of the Santa Fe. Mr. Ripley recent-
ly stated that low freight rates wouldn't
help the farmer, as tho consumer paid all
tho charges upon an article en route to
market which is straight Democratic doc-
trine. Commissioner Campbell Is endeavor-
ing to show ihat such charges are a tax
upon the producer of the article which Is
straight Republican doctrine; and he a
freo trade Populist.

"It makes me tired to hear the rot about
tho condition of the laboring man going
backward." said II. A. Perkins, editor of
tho Manhattan Nationalist, to Topics yes-
terday. "I am paying my foreman precise-
ly the same wages I received In the same
capacity thirty years ago. To-da- y I get
Jl.M for a sale bill that my boss received
J4.S0 for, and all other earnings of a print-
ing office have decreased in a like ratio.
Besides, the money I pay my foreman will
buy fully twice as much as the same money
would thirty years ago, and he Is therefore
Just twice as well off as I was when I held
his Job."

Governor Leedy having volunteered to
the press his opinion of Queen Victoria
and her reign, readers of morning papers
may expect almost any time now to open
their sheets to find a response from her
majesty somewhat after this fashion:

Balmoral Castle, June .
As it Is fitting and proper for great rul-

ers to exchange estimates of each other, to
tho end that all may profit. I hasten to re-
pay the kind offices of my friend. Governor
Leedy.

I am all the more gratified at an oppor-
tunity to reciprocate the attentions of Gov-
ernor Leedy because we people In the rul
ing business are so universally abused In
these troublous times that a friendly word
Is so much of a rarity that it almost takes
on the nature of a healthy prune In a pic-
nic pie.

Governor Leedy is referred to as a re-
markable man, which I think is true. He
appears to bo a thoroughly sensible old
man, with a great fund of Ignorance, and
it is Indeed remarkable that any membei
of the family from which he springs should
be sensible. A3 a race the family has not
distinguished Itself for its brilliancy. He
has also been a thoroughly respectable
man, a credit to his sex. In this also he
is remarkable, for he is about the only
Populist officeholder of any description
who has been respectable. He failed to
pay the carpenter who built his house,
bursted up as a grocery keeper and quit
farming because he could not make a liv-
ing for his family, but through all of his
career he has maintained an unwavering
reputation for respectability. As a sov-
ereign there Is absolutely nothing to be
said about Governor Leedy. He cuts no
figure whatever. Ed Little writes his mes-
sages to the legislature. G. C. Clemens Is-

sues his edicts to the supreme court, and
the balance of his administration is di-

vided between Webb McNall and Frank
Doster. History will take no account of
him except for the railroad which he
didn't build, the'maxlmum freight bill that
he didn't pass and the contingent fund
which he spent in convicting his own
party. But through all the coming ages
he will bear the honor of being a man of
great respectability and of great sense and
ignorance, and, hy the side of Lewelllng,
who had some talent and some Intelligence,
he will Illuminate the pathway of his party
to an oblivion that I fear Is close follow-
ing the end of his reign.

With kind regards to Overmyer, I am
yours truly. VICTORIA, R. I.

MISSOURI POINTS.

Mr. Stlgall, a teacher from Memphis, Mo.,
was mado happy in being chosen superin-
tendent of tho Chillicothe schools Thurs-
day, but thirty other applicants who failed
to score are certain the board might have
done better.

m

Carrollton's gallant warriors, tho Hale
Rifles, have hypnotized the city council and
tho county court for donations of $30.

m

Sedalta was creditably represented among
tho West Point graduates Wednesday in
the person of Rufus E. Longan, a son of
Circuit Clerk Longan, who is said to have
made a fine record during his course there.

There seems to be very little fat In the
penitentiary beef contract. Two different
successful bidders have quit recently after
having secured the Job at their own figures.
A peculiar feature of the transaction Is the
fact that no attempt appears to have been
made to hold the quitters financially re-

sponsible.

Frofessor Blackwell, Columbia's recent
contribution to the American colony in Lon-

don, where ho is to bo engaged as trans-
lator of foreign correspondence for a big
firm, can. It Is said, lick a stamp In sixty-nin- e

other languages besides that of Boone
county.

Rare roast beef will be among the prin-
cipal Fourth of July celebration features in
a number of the cities throughout the state,
the barbecue idea seeming to meet with
general favor.

The mining fever is such In Carthage
now that tho average dwelling house ten-
ant figures on at least the possibility of be-
ing able to "dig up" his monthly rent pay-
ment from the lead mine in the back yard
-- whlle the landlord waits.

President Hollen E. Day. of the Missouri
Women's Press Association, has been or-
ganizing local branches In Carthage, Jop-ll- n,

Springfield and other Southwest Mis-
souri towns recently.

While Jasper county, with Its record of
300 carloads this season, leads the world as
a producer of strawberries. Barton, Its next
neighbor on the north, has attained a like
distinction with reference to the black-
berry yield, nn area of 1.100 acres having
come into bearing there this year.

Reports of having seen "the panther"
havo supplanted airship stories as indica-
tions of possible business for a Keeley In-

stitute In the vicinity of Hamilton.

George Trigg, editor of the Richmond
Conservator, Is said to be slated for elec-
tion to the presidency of the Missouri Press
Association at the annual meeting at Mer-am-

Highlands next week.

The uncovering of the skeleton of a man,
around the neck of which were fragments
of a rope, during the removal of bodies the
other day from a portion of the Jefferson
City cemetery, through which a street Is to
run, gave rise to recollections of the war
and of the tragic incident recalled by the
ghastly find. The rope about the neck and
the fact that the hands and feet of the
skeleton were fastened with straps plainly
Indicated that the person had been hanged.
Henry Miller, still a resident of Jefferson
City, and a small boy there during the re-
bellion, tells the Courier the story. In 1S64

two Confederate bushwhackers were
brought there under a heavy guard. They
had been captured near Centralla, and were
accused of having mutilated the bodies of
Federal soldiers, who had fallen In battle.

They were discovered blowing up the bod-

ies with powder. Shortly after their arrival
here they wero tried by court-marti- al and
ordered killed. Their names were Nichols
nmd Wilcox. One of them was taken down
near Ware's creek and shot: the other was
taken out near the cemetery and hanged to
a tree. His body was Interred as It was
cut down, with the rope still around the
neck. No stone marked the resting place
and It was only by accident that It was
discovered.

A LlVine, IlreathlnK Cocktail.
From tho New York Press.

A weird story from Weir City. Kas.. tells
of an Italian miner who has been drinking
f.o long that the fumes of his breath, when
he was "Jugged" for some offense. Intox-
icated all tho other prisoners in the small
county Jail.

The fact. If it bo a fact everything that
emanates from that Popullstic latitude and
longitude being somewhat clouded with
doubt recalls that quaint aspiration of
Omar Khayyam in the Rubaiyat, stanzas
xcl. and xcll.:
Ah! with tho grape my fading llfo pro-

vide.
And wash the body, whence the life has

died.
And lay me, shrouded in tho living leaf,

By some not unfrequented garden-sid- e.

That e'en my burled ashes such a snare.
Of vintage may fling up into the air.

As not a truo believer passing by,
But shall be overtaken unaware.

As to tho possibility or this novel Italian
Inebriation, though tho source of tho report
bo so suspicious. It would savor of rash-
ness to plump down a round, emphatic neg-

ative. Tho phenomenon, though rare In
perfection, has in a mild degree been noted
by unimpeachable observers, and wo re-

member once at a distinguished dinner
rarty In Boston seeing a similar exhibit.
A theosophlst of high rank, who happened
to bo a total abstainer, was seated between
a novelist and an ex-ar- officer. Tho
fighter and the writer drank liberally of
various wines and then got into an ardent,
though courteous, argument on the ques-
tion whether courage is natural or ac-
quired. They wero in entire possession of
their faculties, whose activity appeared
only slightly accentuated by their gener-
ous potations.

Presently tho abstainer between them,
who showed from the start a keen in-

terest in their contention, began to flush
curiously and his eyes to dance and
sparkle. Soon ho Joined in tho discussion,
his tongue wagged rr.pldly, ho grew ges- -
tlculant. then thick of utterance, then
sleepy, then so comatose that he had to be
escorted into fresh air. where he revived,
but still showed apparent signs of a com-
mon type of "Jag."

"Drunk by Induction." whatever that
may mean, was the vertict of philosophic
Bostonians en this case. Examined in the
light of cognate phenomena, however, it
is clearly susceptible of explanation on the
ground that fumes of alcohol, ethyllc or
amyllc, may affect a physlquo and over-
come a mind entirely unused to them. And
another elucidation might be that. Inde-
pendently of tho fumes, the circumam-
bient aura of conviviality and the Intel-
lectual excitement of the others hypnotized
the lonely teetotaler Into a similar but
more exaggerated physical and mental ex-
altation. Hypnotism of an Individual by a
crowd Is only the reverse of the spell a
great orator sometimes can exert even on
a hostile assembly.

This report from Kansas brings to tho
foro a cheap and easy way for Western
wardens to keep their prisoners well sup-
plied with liquor. Catch an Italian miner
and train him to a fine edge till he fumes
well; then circulate him among the pris-
oners, charging so much a fume!

Diphtheria and Consumption.
From the Cleveland Leader.

The American Medical Association, at its
meeting in Philadelphia last week, not
only gave Its Indorsement to antltoxlne as
a euro for diphtheria, but many of the
leading members of the organization ex-
pressed their firm belief in tho efficacy of
serum as a cure for consumption.

The discussion developed tho fact that
after the failure of the lymph prepared by
Koch and Klebs. the German scientists,
to do tho work expected of It, all new
discoveries in that line were looked upon
with suspicion. Recent experiments, both
In this country and In Europe, had. how-
ever, demonstrated the efficacy of the ser-
um treatment. Something like six hundred
cases were reported to the association
which had been treated with the scrum,
and the percentage of recoveries and im-
provement was so large as to surprise all
of tho members. The opinion was ex-
pressed that the use of the serum arrests
the disease In Its early stages and that
It would only be a question of time when
tho public would know enough about tho
symptoms of tho disease to apply for
treatment at tho start and thus mako a
larger number of cures possible- - It was
also proved that the serum treatment
might be rendered practically painless and
to a large extent Inexpensive.

Among those who Indorsed this treat-
ment was Dr. Sternberg, the eminent bac-
teriologist and surgeon general of tho
army, and other physicians equally as
celebrated as specialists gave their ap-
proval. This action by the American Med-
ical Association marks another advance in
medical sclenco of great Importance, for if
diphtheria and consumption, two of tho
most destructive of tho diseases to which
the human family is heir, can he cured or
prevented by means of these recent dis-
coveries, a great boon will have been con-
ferred upon humanity.

Prosperity la at Hand.
From tho N. Y. Mall and Express.

Tho time has come when to carp and
cavil at the slowness with which pros-
perity is returning to this country, after
the depression of the last three years, has
lack of truth added to that mean malice
which can rejoice In misfortune. Pros-
perity Is coming, and the slowness of its
approach only means Its sureness and Us
stability. There aro signs on every hand
that President McKinley was right when
he said that the country Is not going back-
ward, but forward, and that the steady
hands and hearts of tho American people
are strengthened and encouraged by tho
immediate prospect of a revival of whole-
some and profitable activity In all branches
of labor, trado and business. There Is a
feeling of assurance thrilling all the coun-
try. Prosperity is ready to come upon the
land ltko a wclcomo flood; its first trlck-Iln- gs

herald Its presence and Its full tide
Is only dammed by the delay of helpful leg-

islation.

lint One Drawback".
From the Indianapolis Journal.

Tho unexpected progress which has been
made toward disposal of the tariff bill by
the senate, with votes indicating the pass-
age of a measure In harmony with the
protective theory, has given confidence to
business. The hopeful address of the
president and tho optimistic speeches of
Secretary Gage, a business man of raro
sagacity, appear to have had an excellent
effect not only In this country, but In
Europe, which is indicated by an Increased
demand for American securities. There Is
one drawback, but that should not be very
serious tho desire of a class of dema-
gogues that the depression should con-

tinue, to the end that they may gain some-
thing In coming elections because of the
misfortunes of people who have no em-

ployment or fair compensation for what
they have to sell.

A Modern Instance.
From tho Indianapolis Journal.

AVcary Watklns "Dls hero newspaper
says that half the cause of do hard times
is de overcrowdln' of do professions."

Hungry HIggins "It's glttin" that way in
our profession to a dead certainty."

Clever Indeed.
From the Chicago Post.

"What has he ever done that you should
think him so clever?"

T"rtnt Wl. T.ft vtavf Vnnwn h!m to
fail to get a car window open when he

ON FIRST LOOKING INTO CHAPMAN'S
"HOMER."

Much have I traveled in the realms of gold.
And many goodly states and kingdom

seen;
Round many Western islands have I b .1
Which bards In fealty to Apollo hold.
Oft of ono wide expanse hod I been told
That deep-brow- ed Homer ruled as his de-

mesne;
Yet did I never breathe Its pure serene
Till I heard Chapman speak out loud and

bold:
Then felt I like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims Into his ken:
Or like stout Cortes when with eagle eyes
He stared at the Pacific and all his men
Looked at each other with a wild surmise-Sile-nt,

upon a peak In Darlen.
John Keats.

FOl'n. O'CLOCKS.

It was that they loved the children.
The children used to say.

For thero was no doubt.
That when school was out.

At tho same time every day,
Down by the wall.
Where tho gras3 grew tall.

Under the hedge of the hollyhocks,
Ono by one.
At the touch of tho run.

There opened the s.

It was that they loved the children;
But tho children have gone away.

And somebody goes.
When nobody knows.

At tho samo tlmo every day.
To see by tho wall,
Whero the grass grows tall.

Under the hedge of the hollyhocks.
How, one by one.
At the touch of the sun.

Still open the s.

Lillian B. Qultnby.

THE CUIIED OF LOVE.

From "Liber Amoris."
A mightier church shall come, whose cov-

enant word
Shall bo tho deeds of love. Not Credo

then
Amo shall be the password through Its

gates.
Man shall not ask hl3 brother any more,
"Bellevest thou?" but "Lovest thou?" and

all
Shall answer at God's altar, "Lord, I love."
For Hope may anchor. Faith may steer,

but Love,
Great Love alone. Is captain of the soul.

Henry Bernard Carpenter.

South for Protection.
From the Chicago Post.

By the decisive vote of forty-tw- o to nine-
teen the senate Tuesday adopted an amend-
ment to the tariff bill placing raw cotton on
tho dutiable list at 20 per cent ad valorem.
This is tho first time in the history of our
revenue legislation that raw cotton has
been taken from the free list and placed
shoulder to shoulder with manufactures of
cotton on a protection schedule. But this
fact is not as significant as tho other, that
it was proposed by Senator Bacon, of Geor-
gia, who, on the division, was supported by
Senators Clay of Georgia, McEnery of
Louisiana, McLaurin of Florida. Tillman of
South Carolina and Rawlins of Utah.

This division shows a protection rift In
the free trade Southern Democracy that
cannot be patched or Ignored. It means
that the South is waking up to the neces-
sity for protection as well as revenue In
tariff legislation. Taken together with the
demand for protective duties on sugar and
rice It shows that In the near future. If not
now, the national Democracy must aban-
don its free trado views If It wishes to
maintain a master hold upon Southern sup-
port.

What has wrought this miracle? The
answer is simple. The cotton planters of
tho South have begun to feel the competi-
tion of the cotton fields of Egypt. Before
ISM the importations of raw cotton amount
ed to less than S.000.000 pounds annually,
or not enough to affect seriously the Amer-
ican market. Since then the Importations
have been as follows:

Year Pounds.
Irkjr 0,W1,J1

1S92 2S.330.992
189? 13.007.120
1S9I 26.676.013

1S3C 3iiU,!2U

l$n (nine months) 33.104.374

The value of the importations of raw
cotton in 1SS0 was only $710,310. For the
year ending Juno 30, 1SS7. it was $6,578,212.

Here are more than six million reasons
why the cotton states should favor a duty
on raw cotton, and Tuesday's vote in the
senate merely records the fact that the
cotton planters have awakened to the fact
that protection is not the "robbery and
fraud" of Democratic platforms and free
trade theorists.

"Wherein the Vcrlicope Is Lacklntr.
From the Chicago Post.

So far as we can learn from the members
of the press and other distinguished citi-

zens who saw the verlscopo last night the
portrayal of the Corbett-Fltzslmmo- fight
Is not wholly satisfactory. It Is admitted
that the Incidental features, tho fight by
rounds, are faithfully portrayed, and that
there Is also a pleasing representation of a
gentleman striking a match, to say nothing
of a baldheaded gentleman stroking his
shining scalp, but tho great feature of the
contest, the animated conduct of Mrs.

is wholly lacking. What, Indeed,
is the representation of thl3 battle without
Mrs. Bob? As well attempt to play "Mac-
beth" and leavo out the lady who started all
tho trouble. Wo frankly admit that our ar-

dor to witness the accomplishment of tho
veriscope has perceptibly cooled. We are
inclined to believe that wo should run away
from a view of the "terrible agony on Mr.
Corbett's face," but it would be worth
walking five miles to see a picture of the
loving wife imploring her husband In hon-

eyed phrase to "kill the dirty pup" and
"hit him In tho ribs." Everybody knows
that had it not been for the stimulating
presenco of Mrs. FitzsImmon3 the fight
would havo had a different termination,
hence to leave out this Important factor Is
not only to dispense with the great element
of battle, but to slight tho effect of lovely
woman's all powerful Influence. We hope
the Woman's Club will take this matter
up and use It as an object lesson to demon-
strate man's petty Jealousy of feminine ef-

fort.

Politics and Prayer.
From tho Boston Herald.

Our contemporaries of the press aro sev-

eral of them finding amusement In a polit-

ical prayer offered by a chaplain In tho Il-

linois legislature. It does not strike us as
a very funny act in Itself, though It must
be admitted that It has Its ridiculous side.
There was a chaplain of tho house of rep-

resentatives of congress who undertook to
do something in this way a few years ago,
and we used to have experierce of the same
Vlnrl rhn thn nrohihitorv llauor law was
in issue In Massachusetts. The lato Moses
Kimball rose In his seat once after such a
prayer had been offered and protested
against It. Chaplains are now apt to be
elected in some states on account of their
politics, but not In Massachusetts. The
chaplains of both our senate and house here
have been in continuous service for some
fifteen years, and tho legislatures were
said to be induced to take this step by the
unseemly competition for the place that
was experienced, though, to do the friends
of the competitors Justice, not on political
grounds.

Her Excuae.
From the New York Press.

Adam "You might have known how It
would be! What did you want to let that
ugly snake into the garden for, anyway?"

Eve "I know, Adam, dear; but I I
thought it was such a good chance to find
out all about the nelghboral"

Queered.
From tho Cleveland Leader.

Lawyer "You say you wouldn't believe
thl defendant under oath? Please tell the
court "why."

Witness "I have It from reliable author-
ity that he was once connected with a
ureather bureau In another city."-

'

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

Richard D'.-c-. of London, has invented a
plac. which, if carried out successfully, will
enatle peor'e to travel In cars suspended
high abov-- - the earth, impelled by com.
prested air The coaches will be pendent
' "m an overhead iron tube, through which
crnprc ! air will be forced from a cen-
tral poweT station. There are openings at
the ends of each section of the tube, closed
by valves. Tho tube Is open at Its under
sldo from end to end, providing for the pas-
sage of a pair of pendent plates, from
which the car Is suspended, and is support-
ed, at Intervals, by posts. The plates de-pe- nd

from trolleys, within the tube, each
carrying a piston. At their periphery tha
plates are provided with an elastic packing,
which makes an air-tig- ht Joint with the
tube. Tho longitudinal opening in the tube
i covered by an elastic valve, in the face
of which Is a strip of steel. The pendent
plates havo lateral flanges, which at the
forward end of the trolley lift the elastlo
valve from Its seat to open a passage for
tho trolley plates. The compressed air is
pumped into receivers and connected to the
permanent way tube by pipes and caps. A
small hlgh-rrcssu- re pipe supplies air to the
back of the piston and forces forward tho
carriage. At tho Junction of sections tho
tube will bo open to the atmosphere, and
the impetus given to the trolley will suffice,
when desired, to pass the carriage from ono
section to another, and the car will go on
without Intermission.

"I have Just discovered that I have been
buncoed by an old game," complained a
New York manufacturer the other day,
"and I feel very bad about it. If a man
had offered to sell me a gold brick I should
have had him arrested at once. This bun-
co man came Into my office one day last
week and told me an Interesting and cir-
cumstantial story of how he had escaped
from Cuba. I believed him. Then ho
brought out a box of cigars and asked me
to smoke one. I smoked It, and It was
excellent. He told mo ho had smuggled
several boxes of cigars and that he was
forced to sacrifice them at Just what they
cost him. I might have that fcox of fifty
for 112. I took It and congratulated my-
self. When I got home I smoked one of
tho cigars and It drove everyono out of
tho house. The cigar that he had given
me a3 a sample was all right and the rest
in the box were all wrong. They could
have been bought for about 2 cents
apiece In New York. I told a friend about
It, and he informed me that it was an old,
old swindle. Well, it was new to me, but
if I ever see that smuggling Cuban again
I'll make him smoke one of bis own ci-

gars."
At a ball given at Llvermore Falls, Me.,

by tho Foresters a few nights ago. a prize
of a gold ring was offered to the lady who
waltzed the longest without stopping.
Twelve couples competed. They began
waltzing at 12:30 a. m.. and it was 5:13 a.
m. before Miss Bessie McGraw, the winner,
and her partner stopped waltzing. By 2:20
five couples had dropped out; at 3:30 an-

other couple left the floor, and at 4:13 Carl
Richmond's partner fainted and was taken
away. Two more couples dropped out at
4:23, and at 4:50 only two couples remained
on the floor. At 5:13 Miss Bessie Dean and
her rartner, George E. Hall, gave up the
contest, and so tho prize fell to Miss Bessie
McGraw, she and her partner leaving the
floor two minutes later.

A Paris court has recently acquitted a
young married woman arrested for steal-
ing nearly 200 black silk cravats for men.
In the course of the trial kleptomania was
discussed and shop thefts divided into threa
classes conscious, and un-

conscious. Conscious theft, it was declared,
may be premeditated or unpremeditated:
type of the former the professional shop-
lifter with her big pocket: of the latter the
woman who suddenly yields to an irresisti-
ble temptation. thefts aro
the result of "temporary modifications In
tha Intellect with momentary diminution
of the moral sense," and these are fre-
quently committed by moat respectable
wemen "under determined conditions of
sanitary trouble."

Thero Is always a precedent for unusual
weather. On June 4. 1S53, one of the most
disastrous frosts prevailed through West-
ern New York that has ever visited that
section of the country. A writer In tho
Jamestown Journal of June 10. 1S39. who
had driven across the country from James-
town to Dunkirk, reported: "All along tho
way tho ash and nut bearing-tree- s, shrub-
bery and tender herbage In the ground
looked as If scorched by fire, as the foliago
hung withering and corrupting In the sun."
All the fruit In tho path of the frost was
destroyed. That freeze was said to havo
been the worst summer freeze since Juno
6. 1S16.

Dr. T. E. Biery, of Scottsburg, Ind.. has
a rare and valuable collection of German
books from 100 to 230 years old, which have
been handed down through many genera-

tions of his family. On the last page of
ono of tho volumes is scrawled tho follow-
ing verse:

"William Cunningham Is ray name.
And single is my station.

If I can't marry In thrco months,
It will bo my ruination."

Members of the hook and ladder com-
pany of Avondate, N. Y.. are practicing a
new bunco game. They have two chick-
ens, one much superior in appearance to
tho other. They scatter corn at ono end
of a yard, let the fowls loose at the other
and Invite strangers to bet as to the out-
come of the race. Tho money always goes
on tho finer looking bird; the other al-
ways wins, because he has a third leg hid-

den in his tall feathers.
A New York man who Is on the verge

of SO, but is as youthful as many men
of 40, thinks the secret of his health lies
in a mixture of myrrh and capsicum.
Myrrh is an astringent tonic Capsicum
Is a local and general stimulant. Tha
young-ol- d man uses many gallons in the
course of a year. Ho doesn't drink It, but
applies it as a gargle, a nasal doucho and
an eye wash.

Congressman Payne, of New York, has
a hoodooed postofflce on his hands. About
a year ago the Democratic postmaster of
Palmyra died. Subsequently his widow was
appclnted to succeed him. She died. On
tho first of the month Charles P. Kline
qualified as postmaster, and to-d- ay he Is a
corpse. Mr. Payne is wondering whether
he will bo able to find anybody to take the
Job.

Tha curfew ordinance Is now enforced in
about 300 Western cities, with such good
results that the women of Augusta, Ga.,
have petitioned for Its enactment there.
This recalls the fact that In the old days
many Southern cities had a similar law re-

garding slaves. Even now tho negroes
sing in a reminiscent way, "Run, nigger,
run, the patarollerMl catch you."

In Bridgeport. Conn., they have a "hat
matron," who Is appointed by the mayor
to visit tho leading theaters of the .city
and request women wearing tall hats to
remove them. When a woman refuses to
comply, her name Is reported to all tho
managers of theaters, who refuse to soil
her any front or desirable seat In the
houso.

Professors of Paris medical colleges,
finding tho freight on bodies from tho
provinces for tho use of tho students a
heavy drain on their resource, have been
shipping them as smoked bacon, tha
freight rate for which Is much less. Tho
discovery has put all Franca Into hys-
terics.

One of tho most recent useful Inventions
Is an arrangement of glass by prlsmatlo
effects to give light In nigh buildings In
rooms that would otherwise bo dark. It Is
said that this new feature will be Intro-
duced in one of the several large new
buildings soon to be erected In Philadel-
phia.

Not a solitary Jewish vote was cast In
tha Chicago Judicial election Monday. It
was a Jewish feast day, and by rabbinical
interpretation the act of placing the cross
on the ballot came under th baa at U4
Jewish its


